THE    VENNER    CRIME	333
" And how do you propose to eliminate them?" asked
Faversham.
'* I will show you. Let us take them m turn. Do
not for a^moment suppose that I did you the injustice
of believing you to have been mistaken over your post-
mortem on Hinchliffe's body. If strychnine had been
present, I knew that you would have detected it. And
yet I felt convinced that Hinchlirre must have died of
strychnine poisoning.
" Then, your identification of the body as that of
Charles Alcott. You were the only person called upon
to give evidence of identification, and your evidence,
under the circumstances, was naturally accepted. Now,
supposing that in both cases your evidence had been
false. That made the problem soluble. But it also
pointed to you as the criminal. And that, viewing tke
knowledge which I had collected, was the only con-
clusion to which I could arrive."
" Your logic is all very fine, Priestley," Faversham
replied sneeringly. " But you can't prove anything
against me."
" I could not prove that you murdered Venner. But
the exhumation of HinchlinVs body would prove that
your evidence at the inquest was false. And that would
lead to further inquiries/'
Faversham laughed mirthlessly. " That's why I had
to kill Venner," he said. " It's not a bit of good beat-
ing about the bush any longer. I killed him, and serve
him right. The man was a murderer, by his own coa-
fession. If I hadn't killed him, he would have hanged
anyhow. Let me assure you that I feel not the slightest
remorse.
" What you said last night is correct as far as it goes.
But Venner didn't work otrt an elaborate scheme for
murdering his uncle. He wasn't that sort of chap, he
hadn't enough pluck or determination. All he wanted

